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Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / May 29 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Lakhdar Brahimi, 

Special Adviser to the U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral; and President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 

Statement on the National Economy 
May 28, 2004 

One year ago today, I signed into law 
the jobs and growth tax relief package to 
jump-start the economic recovery and cre-
ate jobs for American workers. With our 
economy growing at the fastest pace in 
nearly 20 years and more than 1.1 million 
more Americans working since last August, 
it is clear the tax relief is working. 

Take-home pay for workers is up, and 
disposable income for families has in-
creased to record levels. The incentives in 
our plan for small businesses are producing 
results as more manufacturers have been 
reporting increased activity and new orders 

than at any time in 20 years. I am encour-
aged to see that the unemployment rate 
has fallen in 47 of 50 States, because we 
want everyone who wants to work to be 
able to find a job. 

There is more to do. We must continue 
to build on this success by expanding 
growth and increasing prosperity for all 
Americans. I look forward to working with 
Congress to pass my six-point plan for eco-
nomic growth, including making the tax 
cuts permanent, and to ensure that our 
workers have the skills to compete in the 
changing world. 

The President’s Radio Address 
May 29, 2004 

Good morning. Monday is Memorial 
Day, and all across America this weekend, 
people are remembering those who fought 
for freedom and who gave their lives in 
service to their country. 

Here in the Nation’s Capital, Saturday 
has a special significance as we dedicate 
the World War II Memorial in the pres-
ence of thousands of veterans of that con-
flict. When it mattered most, an entire gen-
eration of Americans stepped forward to 
fight evil and show the finest qualities of 
our Nation and of humanity. 

The World War II Memorial will stand 
forever as a tribute to the generation that 
fought that war and to the more than 
400,000 Americans who gave their lives. 
Because of their sacrifice, tyrants fell; fas-

cism and nazism were vanquished; and 
freedom prevailed. 

Today, freedom faces new enemies, and 
a new generation of Americans has stepped 
forward to defeat them. Since the hour this 
Nation was attacked on September the 
11th, 2001, we have seen the character of 
the men and women who wear our coun-
try’s uniform. In places like Kabul and 
Kandahar, Mosul and Baghdad, we have 
seen their decency and brave spirit. And 
because of their fierce courage, America 
is safer, and two terror regimes are gone 
forever, and more than 50 million souls 
now live in freedom. 

Our mission continues, and we will see 
it through to victory. We have a strategy 
to defeat our terrorist enemy and a plan 
to help establish lasting freedom in Iraq. 
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